TORQUE TUBE
Newsletter of the RILEY MOTOR
CLUB QLD INC.

JUNE 2011

Above: Dezpifa st springs, accesration
sccentuates the Brooklands' uswal stight
nosE-up attifigs

On the left is an
interesting Riley Special
that hails from New Zealand

and is for sale. Details inside.

Quite a busy little Torque Tube for June. A Brooklands story from Australian Sports Car World circa
1981, “Rileys on the River” in Franklin Tasmania. Lots of useful stories, relevant advertisements. ..
Elecirical... the WD 40 story... Gympie Club Run... and lots more!
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Minutes of the OGM of the Riley Motor Club, Qld., Inc. held at the Brisbane Sporting Club, Ashtan Place,
Banyo, Thursday 12™ May, 2011.

Meeting opened hy President Ken Lonie at 8.05pm with 14 members and guests present.

Apologies: lan Hayward, Jeff Jones, Pat and Betty Elliott, Dick & Earla Self, Bill White, Ray & Bev Burrows, Jack
Warr, Dorothy Cameron.

Minutes from previous meeting:
Maved, Jahn Ramer, seconded by Graham Eliwood, that minutes be accepted. Carried.

Business arising from minutes: Nil.

Inwards correspondencs:
1. Invitation to Pine Rivers Festival May
2. Newsletiers - Blue Diamond, Gazette, Riley Ratiles, The Crank

QOutwards correspondence:

1. Letter of thanks to P. Doyle e

Maved by Matthew French seconded by Linden Thomson that the inwards comespondence be received and the
outwards endorsed. Carried.

Treasurer's report February 2011

Balance as per Bank Staterment, March 2011 $7.513.29CR
Income

Membership fees $ 285.00

Interest $ 096 $ 205.95

$8109.25

Expenditure

Brisbane Sporting Car Club Room Rental $ 5500

Nrletter expenses Jan 2011 $ 183.00 3 315.20
Balance as per Bank Statement, April 2011 $7,866.25CR

Moved by Ross Phillips that his Report be accepted, seconded Linden Thomson. Carried

Club captain’s report: As per magazine Spare paris report: Nil Reglstrar'# Report: Nil Report.
2012 rally report- 32 expressions of interest received. Editor’s report: Nil

Website co-ordinator’s report; Even closer to migrating to a new platform.... (stay tuned!)

General business:
1. Donation of books and parts received from Beryl Young. Alan Hill moved a letter of thanks to be sent
Seconded Sheifa.
2. Sheila suggested a guest speaker by the name of John Sharman to attend next month with a talk about a
micro light flight from Perth to Saenford. Seconded Eve Romer. (See slsewhere in this TH.
Simon received a letter from HRGC regarding Warwick meeting 30/31 July.
Simon received a letter from Mick Thatcher with an invitation fo an autocross 3™ July, with possibie billets with
local members. (Probably bilets not required, see the item in this TT)
The Bezant drophead has been sold to Sydney.
John Romer raised questioned regarding describing club outings as raflies.
Disceuston af spare parts pricing interstate.
Ken Lonie described issues with Riley Nine. Probiems with No 3 bigend. Again. Also experienced rivets failing
in one 21/2 wheel in Beechworth.
Secretary's Email: mgwirench@bigpond.com Meeting closed; 9.18PM

B

@~

Next Meeting: Thursday, 8" June 2011 at
BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB ROOMS
UNIT 16 f NEXUS BUSINESS PARK

23 ASHTAN PLAGE, BANYQ.
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Editor’s Repart, this time on page 3.

| have put my two bob’s worth on to several pages in this June edition of Torgue Tube.
Both iltness and 2 lack of time have limited any meaningful contribution for your Editor to make.

It is delightful that encugh material has been contributed for this issue, to allow for 10 pages, rather
than 8. There should be something of interest in these pages for all of our Qld members,

As always, if you would Yike to see something extra in our Torque Tube, or you reckon the Editor has
stuffed up, please don't hesitate to put pen to paper, or preferably finger to personal computer {PC}
so that your thoughts can be shared within the Ciub.

“till July, Simon S.

Thanks alan,
Will make provision for next TT and still time to get further detail when we meet at OF day Tuesday next.
Quite 5 lot of ‘stuff’ going into this June's TT, including Mick Thatcher's Gympie Run with his Clush.

Cheers Simon.

From: Alan Hill {mailto:alshe@bigpond,com]
Sent: Friday, 20 May 2011 3:54 PM

To: Simon Schooneveldt

Subject: Riley meeting 9th June

Dear Simon

Confirmation that John Shamman will give & slide show and talk on his experiance as the back up vehicle to the
international microlight flight from Perth in WA to Samford, at our Thursday meeting on June gth.

If we can let members know in the next newsletter it may generate a Jittle inferest.

Will give more detail if you nee

d it on Tuesday{ OF's day)

THF, 2011 RILEY CLUB QLD ELECTED COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT: KEN LONIE 07 5494 3323
VICE PRESIDENT: ALANHILL 07 3289 1063
SECRETARY: MATTHEW FRENCH 07 3353 (1532
TREASURER: ROSS PHILLIFS 07 3281 3807
CLUB CAPTAIN: BILE WHITE 07 3289 4282
SPARE PARTS OFFICER: JACK WARR ' 07 3378 3541
ASSISTANT SPARE PARTS OFFICER:  GRAHAM MACKAY 018 719039
RLEGISTRAR: MATT SCHOONEVELDT 07 3263 1986
EDITOR: SIMON SCHOONTVELDT 07 3366 6573
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A full weekend or just a Sunday outing in Gympie, 2™ 3™ July 2011

Mike (Mick) Thatcher, a Qld Riley Club member invites us to join in the Gympie Motor Club’s
annual Auto-X day which is to be held at Lyn and Mick Thatcher’s place at 1105 Wide Bay
Highway, l.ower Wonga on the 2™ and 3 July.

There are four Riley Club Members in the Gympie Club and Mike would like 1o scc some more Riley !
Club menbers from the greater South East Qld area join in, at least on the Sunday. The gentle rally
events (nominated timed runs) should finish around 2.30 PM with refreshments. allowing folk a safe
and timely Fun home.

Mike’s contact details are at the address above, and 4 Northern Road Lower Wonga. 07 5486 1150,

Lyn and Mick are also contactable on mabile 0418 154 269

THE PICTURE belaw is of Brian Jackson's “9” stili under construction. The interesting
brown finish mudguards are evident, a concession to the Australian bodied, (tasteless?)
disregard for the ““superior” British Product. We Aussies loved it!

Siill uﬁ Brian's “9™ a finished photo

appears beside. refuelling on the Sunshine Coast.

On a subsequent trip 10 a Southern Srate Ratly

This little 97 developed a severe front whee!
Shimmy that damn near could have wiped out

Brian and Matthew Schouneveldl, [ was errifyving
For me 1o witness, bul Brian puiled on the handbeake.
Worked the pears (with much noise) and ﬁna!l_\.«'

used the brakei pedal 10 aveid disaster.

Waonder i the old F could still pull tha off?
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PLEASE CONFIRN IF YOU HAVE FOUND THESE T
- .. X wﬁ“!( - {}“3'5::{';; ﬁigrrig
Greg Morris is a lonp-time member of the WA Riley Club. He has often entenained us hilariousty at
Wational Rifey Rallies. Greg ofien hosts WA Rilev Club meetings but studiously avoids efected posts.

[
Belore you read io the end, da you know what the main ingredient ol WD-40 is?

I'had a neighbour who had bought & new van. 1 got Up very early one Sunday morning and saw that
sefne vandal had spray painted red all amund the SKes of this while van. | went over and toid tum the

bad news. He was very upset anc was Irying to work it what 1o do, prebatly aolhing unti! Monday
marning. since nothing was apen.

Anather neighbour came ot and told him 1o get some WD-40 and cluan it off. Ii reroved the criwanted
paint beautifully and did not harm the paint lhal was an the van. I'm impressed! WB-49 - how did
scmenne work oul it would do tha:?

Water Displacement Mo.40' The product began oMM & search for rust preventative solvent and
‘degreaser to protect mssile parts, WD-40 was created in 1953 By three lechnicians at the San Diego
Rucket Chemical Company. Hie name comes from the project thal was to lind a ‘water disptacement' ;
compound. They were successiuf with the forticth tormidalion. 1hus WD-40. The Convair Company
bought it in buik to protect their atlas missiie parts.

Ken East {one of the original founders) says Ihera is fothung in WD-40 that wauid bt vour, II's the first
thing thai has ever cleaned that spolty shower screen. If yours is plastic. i works just as well as on
glass. s a miracle! Then try it on your cooker top. Kazamm! it's now shinier jhan it's ever been, You'i
fe amazed.

Heve are some other uses:

g

- Protects siver from tamishing.
Remaves road tar and grime from cars.
. Cleans and ubricates guilar srings.
Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen without making lthem slippery.
. Keaps Hies off cows.
. Restares and cleans blackboards.
. Remwves lipstick stains.
. Lovsens stubbom zips.
- Unlangles jewellary chains.
10. Remaves slains from stainless steel smks.
1. Removes dirt and grime from the barbegue grill
12, Keeps ceramicierra cotta garden pais fram oxidizing.
13. Removes lomalo staing from clothing.
14. Keeps giass showsr screens free of water spots.
15. Cameuflages scratches in ceramic and marble Moors,
15. Keeps ssissors working smoothly.
17. Lubricates noisy deor hinges on vehickes and doors in homes.
18, Il removes black scuff marks from the kitchen Hoor! Use W40 for those nasty tar and scuff marks
on fisaring. Il doesn seem ta harm the timsh and you wor'l have to scrub nearly as hard to get them off,
Jusl remembet 1o epen some windows it you have 2 tof ol marks,
1% Dead insects will eal away Ihe %inish on your car if not removed quickly! Use WD-401
20. Gives a children's playground gym stide 5 shine tor a super fast stide_
21.WD-40 is greal for removing cravon from walls, Spray on the mark and wipe with a clean rag.
22. Also, i you've discovered that your teenags dauvgile! has washed and dried a tube ol lipstick with a
- laad of laundry, saturate ihe lipstck Spets with WD-40 and rewash. Presto! 1he lipstick is gong!
23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier to opan.
24. Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open and close.
25. Restores and ciears padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers.
28. Restores and cleans roc! racks on vehiclas,
27 L twicates and ttops soueaks i~ eleclric fans.
28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagone, and hicycles for easy handling.
25. Lubricates fan telte o washers ang dryers and heeps them running smoathly.
30. Keeps rust from io- " on saws and saw blades, and oiher tools.
31. Removes spiattered grease on stove.,
32. Keeps bathroom merer f1om fagging.
33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs,
34. Keeps pigecns off the balcony tthey hale the smaeti).
35. Remaves all traces of duct tape
36. Folks even spray o on thek arms, hands. and knees to relieve arthritis pain.
37. WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a lttie on Ive bait or hires ang you will be catching the big one in ne time.
Aleo, i's a lol cheaper than the chemicai atraclants that are mare for just hat purpose. Keep in ming
though. using sarme chemicat laced bails or lures far lishing are not atowea in some courties |
38 Use il fos gnat bites. 1l tzkes the sting away immediately and slops the iich.

W oo =~ o:m_umpa—t

And for some reasoen.. . <o 5PTEY 07 your arlhnlic knee joints elc
ang it will ease them.

P. & The basn: ingredient & FISH O,
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marning!

Twe beantiful “Riley™
cars were parked out the
front for she opening

function

Trevor Martin of

Watsons Road Glen Hoon

Solax carburenors, to put oul 27,2 kW
(50 bnp} al 5000 revs, The whole car
was mragde very low, The slegnng
column was raked so far back 1hat Ihe
wheel was nearly vedicel. The cer
stood less fhen a melre high al 1N
scuttle and tha seal of tha drivars
panls was just 15 cm abowe the geoundd

Haillon designed i1 at Brooklends, &
Brooklands firm built the early models,
ang the litlle car won by a mils when i;
had :As first ouling thera The Rilays hadt
been caiiing i the "~ Sceed Model”, bul
the puthe calies it the Rilgy Brooklands
ard Ihat was the name thal stuck. Afer
the firsi batch was bl al ihe rackside
premisez. the Rilgys joired n and
stanted making Srocklards Replicas
for the reag.

TASMANIA

A grand opening nf
new business “Riley's
3n The River” wasg
held in Franklin last
Thursday evening -
with “Riley’s™ open for
business  on

Friday

rne cer featured nere :5 a 192B

;] s Aeplica which as 1o
sack Salar of Sygney He collectea it
e yAArE 200 M rough canditizn, ang
has restargd i from scaich

“r'd made up My mind a leng time
ago ihat | wanted are.” Jack says. 1
had correspondence 3 avar the workd.
togking athar lar one ofthese ar for an
Imp. | was wiiting Lo Nacth Amarica.
Spulh America, England, Mew Zea-
rand, whersver Henua bl fnerc mah! béa

cne r.dden samawnere. | had a ol of
llers Irom a lal of nteresting pecopis,
kul ne go.

“Then one hne Mornifrg My wite was
reaging the Saturday paper. and sha
lookad up and £aM. you 18 ioaking tor
a 1826 Rilgy?

“Riley’s On The River”™

Franklin

Tasmania 7109, 03 62666554 currently carries the Tassie {lag for Rileys.

THE BROOKLANDS

PREWAR RACING

RILEY. Courtesy Australian

Sports Car World, July/Sept

1981.

| said, yes, | Am.

"and shesaid, what aboul this ane?”
And there was ona adverised for saly
al Ywentworthvilke. 50 25 minules later
wa were gy there, and 3% mirwules later
we'd bought il

~The car hat been adverised by
Brign Johnsor, tha mingler of St
Paul's Ghurch of Englard, Wentwnrth-
ville He's a Atlay enthusiast and ool
ccies 15 known as the fAeving e,
He'd frought e car with parls mresing
a1 Wanaeen g tew years earliar, ang he
didn’'l know any ol its klsiory

“He was & VEry mce man 1o kuy the
car from " Jack says, "He gave me all
kincs of spares with il. another set of
carpLrellons and s6 o0 7

B-ian Johnson had dane 50me work
cn ihe car, bul Jack starsd again Al
first ha was short of space, 5c for Lva
years he storad the car and conGg nira-
1led on collmcting the parts he neaded.
Whenever he l1avelled on busingss. ie
s hiE SpATe ime gaing through lacal
seTEpyurds

Cn 3 bip 1o Engfand he found 2 olace
In ¥orkshire specialising in making vn-
tage spare pans The pecole there had

rutar pans he wound have had Irouble
makirig himsall. He punied through s
couple of yarde on a o lo Kew
Zmaland, and he lound ihe steeting
whrel @l Gresichureh.

=& kNt Gave me INe 2¢10 scraans,”
Jack says. "Ha leund Troge in Mel-
bauma. Fe alsa lound 3 gear end &
gear housging for 1he revcauwntear. which
gaes unger the talshaft That was cne
ol 1he bAs missing, and | didn™t know
whal f looked Fke. And it happenead to
Be @ helical gear whizh | cou'd not haes
made mysell, and 10 have had it made
‘srofessionaliy would have o5t the
gaMN. So ! was ucky thare,

“'This mce tiler cap Gama wite the
car, Brian Jahnson had found it A pup!
al Tech gave me the litlle numner olate
heldar He wes going up a Dadae, |
Ihink, and this was cil @n Englisn car ==
he had ng use ior i,

“For the biis | caokin’l Fpd, 1 bor-
rewed 50me origncls and had castings
mada  filed them up, chewed them ve,
made them up, and they went inp the
car 1 was fartunale arpugh 1o have
snother Ercohlands parked :n oy
garage for 3 vma. Russel Sinclairs,
and 1hal was a great help

~Thae r=mwie gearchangr mechan-
igm was taken olt Bussells car. There
are [ lhink 4 preces meking T ufr and
I ook tem 1@ e Eoundry and had
same bronze caslings and sume alu
minium eastings made, and that's Ine
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gear mechanism now. | had two done
&l the time 50 | would have a spare set,
and the spare is now with ancther
member of the Riley club who is in the
orocess of going something simitar.””

Finally Jack moved to a house with a
big garage and started the main job.
First he stripped 1the car back 1o the
chassis. The engine logked in good
order so for tha time being he left it He
checked the gearbox and the steering
and reconditioned the wormm-oul
Lrakes. He had a new radialor made by
Johnston Brothers at Five Dock.

Then he starled on the bodywork, He
didn’t have the skills needed for thal, so
he enlisted in night classes at Tech. By
the end ot the year he'd built 2 new alu-
minium body, 14 gauge far the bonnet,
20 for the sauttle and 18 for the &l He
shaped the cycle guards in steal.

"The wire stoneguard an the radiator
is quile effective,” he says, “'bui it was
done very amateurishly. Every weld
was done with brazing. and that meant
every weld had to be filed. Very slow.
When I'd finished, then, Russeil 1old me
he had a spot welder al home. But he
only told me that afier I'd finished. |
think it was an accident.”

Before he slarted on lhe engine he
did seme homework. 'l found notes in
one of the very early Riley magazines
on how people used to change the
liming by putting in two exhavsl cams "'
he says. "and there was one chap
who'd putin & half key lo get an overlap
of degrees which jusl about egualled
the best thal madern science could do.
Well, having found that this was dong
in thase days | couldn't resist it. and |
did exactly the same "'

He gave the engine a compigate over-
hawi, taking care of big ends, littke ends,
valve guides, pislans and springs. Now
he befieves the engine is as good as i
aver was, and he’s taking the car 1o
Ritey Motar Clutr and Vintage Sperts
Car Club meetings 1o run il in.

in the 205 and '30s the Brooklands
was matched against French, Garman
and ltalian makes on the track The
French had daminated 1 100 £m? racing
a few years earlier, but in the
Brooklands' day most of their sporting
voitureties were pulting on weight ar
dying oul. When the Brooklands met its
German and ltalian rivals it showed up
well

At Brooklands in its first race appear-
ance the Riley won at 147 kmiyh (91 37
mph). tn 1828 George Duller. a steeple-
chaser and Bentley driver. look a
Brooklands to a new class G inier-
national record al 158 km;/h (87 mph)
That year Riley Breoklands also won
their ¢clasges in the Six-Hour Race and
the Ulsler TT.

The TT was to the Brooklands what
Le Mans was to the racing Bentleys In
1829 Sammy Davis's Brooklands won
s TT ciase and was the first non-
supercharged car o linish. Brooklands

The Brooklands at speed, looking just great.

Riley’s 1.1-litre four-carb tour, with two cams high eithsr side of the block, was a top spork
€ngine in late 208 and early '30s, is still formidably fast in historic events.
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won heir classes again in 1930 and
1931. In 1932 the Brookiands of Com-
mander Whilcroft, R.N., won outright.

1832 was when the great Freddie
Dixon ran in the fousr-whee! TT far the
tirst time. He'd already wan TTs on fwo
and three wheels. Now he picked a
Riley Brooklands for his sports car
racing debut, and led the whale field for
two haurs until he ran out of road on a
light bend, jumped a stream and
crashed inlo a field.

Dixon was a fine driver and & briffiant
mechanic. He liked the way 1he Brook-
lands handled and he worked on his
car until it was lighter and faster than
the works entries. He fitted his engines
with a carbureftor per cylinder and
tuned them carelully for power,
smoothness and economy.

When the Riley chiefs saw how Dixon
coaxad extra performance out of their
engines they swung their support be-
hind him. He became the leading Riley
racing driver and one of the leading fig-
ures in British molor sport. He used a
Brooklands-based 1%-litre Riley 1o win
the TT outright in 1935 and 1936, and
i 1934 and 1936 he won the Brook-
lands 500 Mile Race.

This was the golden age of Riley
racing. In 1331 a Brookiands won the
German Sports Car GP in heavy rain.
Elsie Wisdom and Joan Richmond
used another la win the Junior Car
Club’s 100{t Mile Race at Brookiands in
1832, In 1933 Bill Thompson’s Brook-
lands won the Austratian GP on Phillip
Isiand. Rileys came fourth at Le Mans
in 1933 and second and third in 1934,

The Brooklands was a sports racer
with the accent on racer Not much was
given away for comfert. In its day il
looked very fiat and low with the body
sunk between the wheels and guards.
Today we can see it was shead of its
time. We're used to low sports cars and
it seems beautitully proportioned.

it probably looks best in profile. But
it also looks goad from the tront where
you can admire the squat nose and big
lights framed by the wheels, and from
the back where you can admire the el-
egani fail. It would probably look pretty
qood fram above and below, too.

Jack thinks the unpainted valances
down the sides shouid be exiended be-
hind the back wheels. Now the 1gilpipe
sticks out tac low dawn after dipping
under the back axle. Bul this is the kind
offault you'd oniy pick if you were really
looking, and, anyhow, it's the way it
went ariginally so it's the way it'll have
to stay.

The designers must have had trauble
maunting tha spare wheel. Qld Rilays
gll have big wheels in propartion to
their bady size, and the Brooklands is
an extreme case. The spare alongside
the body is something else that remings
you of Franch voiturettes, Amilcars,
BNCs, Tractas and Salmsons,

The clpsest French lookalike was the

Rally Type ABC. This also had an 1100
engine in a very low and shapely body
with big wheels under cycle guards. It
appeared in the same year as the
Brooklands, sa the likeness must have
been a case ol parallef evolution.

*The Brooklands had four ar five dif-
ferent original bodies,” Jack says.
“Some racing ongs had much lenger
tails with biggeriuel tanks inside. Some
were completely cut off there with the
spare wheel an the back, and some had
a bit of luggage space and you gol a1
the tank through a halch on top.*”

Jdack’s Brooklands has an ingenious
arrangemenl giving a good bit of lug-
gage space. You unhoak a spring elip
behind the door on either side and the
whole tail lifts up and pivats back.
There's a fjat deck abeve the tank and
the differential wherg bags can be
lashed down wilh cord and canvas.

“Far a car this size il's very good,”
Jack says. “'V've also found that by pull-
ing out one bolt, four fest fong. | can
faka off the whole tail to work on the difi
if | nesd to. 1T | 1ake the bonnet ang the
tail off, there isn't one mechanicat part
! can't get at easily. It's an excellent car
in thal way."'

The cockpit of the Brooklands is bare
and tiny. You have 1o be a bit betow av-
erage height to fit in comiortably. if
you'ra up to six feet tall you might just
sgueeze in behind the wheal, but your
feet will be stuck between the pedals
and your knees will be jammed under
the scuttle s you won™t he shie to do
anything usefui. If you're any taller you
won't fit at all.

“Thiz car is designed for me now,”
Jack says_ 'l built it tor me and nobody
else. If | shouwld ever want to sell it part
af the advertisement would have to
read, buyer not o exceed five fest
0%

Thea lack of a full windscreen is an at-
tractive fealure. The aero screens are
fine rugged litle things, but they're
fairly cosmetic. They don’t stop much
of the slipstreamn. Jack doesn't think
this scale of wealher proteciion is right
for everybody, but he's used o riding
motorcycies and he enjoys it.

He has three sels of carburettars,
including a Freddie Dixon pattern bank
of four Amals. He also has ane genuine
ex-Dixon part, a time-saving o4 filler
used in racing. You let the cil overdill
the tank, and when you close the Hid a
rod apens a valve so the excess spills
out on the ground. This seems a bit
anti-eocial. 80 he hasn’t aclually fittad
il in lhe car.

The Brookiands starls easily and
sounds beautitully smooth. On the roag
with Jack al the wheet you find it's 1ong
on handling but short on accelaration.
The small engine in the heavy chassis
and the crash gearbox don't help it pick
up aut of sharp corners.

"“The car's weight is aboul fourteen
hundredweight overall.” Jack says.

“The Riley chassis is very heavy, and
the engine is very 1all 0 il weighs much
mere than a modern ocne of that ca-
pacity. Yel with ab the weight in the
chassis, there's also a fair bit of flex in
it. Going round corners the hannet
maves about three-gighths of an inch.
You can see the rub marks. Thay've sal
autte accomplish good roadhalding by
stiff springs and a flexible chassis.

“Of course it bounces a bit. The
springing is a bit primitive. | find the
shock absorbers need adjusting about
every 75 miles, because they're friction
lype ang the friclion goes ofl fairly
quickly. But they're very easy lo adjust
50 it's no hardship.”’

Actually it doesn’l bounce much by
vintage slandards, and ihe sleering is
very sure. The gearstick and pedals
ook awkward but tfack has no Wrouble
with them. Visibilily is good, naturally,
and the sound of the exhaust and the
seatl of your pants give usetul feedback.

Jack has seen a letter from Victor
Riley to Bill Williamson, who raced a
Brooklands in Australia in the "30s.
Riley advised Williamson not to go over
5000 revs as a rule, and nol to go over
5250 uniess it was the last lap and he
wanled 1o win the race.

Jack has taken it up to 5230 to try it
aut, bul calculations show the long-
siroke engine’s pislon speed then is
equal to a modern engine's at about
9000 revs. Now he’s limiting il to 4750
to save wear and trouble. Anyihing
mora is g 1ot 1o ask trom a car that's
50 years old, and he's nat thal set on
winning races.

“I've never driven it against anything
guite the same.” he says, "bul on cor-
nering and handling | think #'s equal to
anything that goes. It's nmow in first
class arder and it would go all day it you
didn't push . A5 far as roadholding
goes, i's equal to the Lancia Monte-
carto | drive at othar times.

“The Riley has been 1o Amaroo four
times, and from the tirst time we've im-
proved a little mare than 20 seconds on
the Iap. It's been fairly successtul with
things like economy runs. We had a
first with 5B miles to the gallan in the
Blue Mountains last year, up hill and
down dale with a heavy passenger.

“il has a distinct personality of its
own. Occasionally it gets a cold or it
gets hiccups ar it just gets a bit stub-
born. You don't tight it, you tet it get
over il. and 1t's lovely and docile again

“As lar as I'm concerned a car like
this has a spec:al feeling when you get
into it. Not that it's tast, but it has the
feeling of & thaoroughbred. in a closed
car the only way to gel a thril 1s by
looking at the speedo, or when you ga
through a corner and you can’'t make it.
But in this you ¢an see the wheels. and
you can put that front wheel in a corner
right on to a pebble if you want to. It's
an absclute thrll ang I gdon't know of
anylhing that equals it -
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' Removing the judder, by Patrick Quinn

I had been putting up with it for
years. At around 55mph it would
start and continue until | was well
into licence losing terrifory. it wasnt
savera enough to shake out any
fitings, but it was annaying. it was
a slight judder that no matter how
many times | had the wheels bal-
anced just didn't want to go away.
At a club meeting a year or so back
sormeone mentioned having their
brake drums balanced and the idea
stuck in my grey matter ever since.,

So when | had the brake shoes
relined {another story) 1 decided
that the time was right to sas if it
was worth the efforl.

Armed with the directions from
John Dowsett and four brake
drums [ set off to KC’s Engine re-
cohditioning at Castle Hill,

With camera in hand | watchad as
the four drums went through their

paces. Actually each was placed
on & special lathe with a long shafi
that was driven by an enciosed
electric motor to & support cradia
about 4 feet away. Onthatwas a
chuck that heid the drumn with the
cupped or open side facing away.
The machine was spun up and
through various attachments it was
possible to read if the drum was out
of balance.

We fried the frant drums first and
each was obl around 35 grams.
Mow came the interesting bit as
when the lathe was slowed it
showed where the extra weight
was by stopping at a certain posi-
fion. Now if you can imagine a
brake drum as a large pie that is
divided into segments or slices it is
possible o say that within a known
segment is the extra weight. Then
it's just a matter of removing the
drumn from the lathe and grinding
the raised lip on the perimeter of
the drurn and then retesting on the

: The Classic Connection

11/20 Edward St, Riverstone
| one 9627 1120 [

jathe.

1t didn’t take 2l that long to do the
fronts and | hanestly thought they
were worse than the rears. Then
when one of the rear drums was
spun up | thought the whole iot,
lathe and all was about to {fall off its
supports. It was 180grams out of
true — an amazing amount.

So with plenty of judicious balane-
ing, grinding followed by more
grinding and balancing it was made
true, The other ress drum at just 75
grams out was a doddle by com-
patison. The result? An amazing
difference!!!! There is absolutely no
judder at all, at any speed. | was
pleased as punch and at the cost of
$25 a drum 1 thought it was more
than well worth it.

(This article appesared in Flaf
Chat, the magazine of the Austin
-Healey Owners Club of New
South Wales)
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This month, the Torque Tube closing page 10 is taken up with advertisers, member’s
messages and the like. Al deserve to be supported by the Club. Simon 8.

Helic simon,
Ptease include this advert for Tamara in the Torque Tube. She missed out on the Payne Riley which has gone to WA.

Regards

Ray Burrows

From: Tamara Playne [mailto:tamaraplayne@yahoo.com.au])
Sent: Monday, 16 May 2011 7:58 PM

To: redpath@aanet.com.ay

Subject: Riley wanted

; WANTED
Hello Ray,

Via member Ray Burrows:
Thanks for calling me back just now. Here are the details.
1
Riley RMA wanted circa 1950 Tamara’s stuff
In good working order and/or fully restored
Prefarence for single body colour
Contact details: Tamara Playne 3393 3635 or 0413 931 870 {up tili 8.30pm) or tamaraplayne @yahoo.com.ay

Thanks

Tamara

Kev wants 1o sell up and retire.

SR, Good Stuff! Hugh bulk job lot of
' AUTOMOTIVE
ELECTRICAL PARTS

3P (M Cbriiarat oud Garinminic CEAYTHY
ottty arm et b

FOR SALE  $#5000°"

#Mast are sorted and listed on computer & mosi
Mew Old Stack,

QUEENSLAND HISTORIC MOTORING COUNCIL
finc)

Ko Hisnevke

QHMC BULLETIN 3 of 2011

il with &

Salling Auto Body Sasle for
Vehlcles 1920 lo 1980% - Austintn Zephyrs

Since 1984 Lucas  * Prestolite
Io:  QHMC Club Delegales and AffRialed Clubs Bosch ™ Aute-Lite
Subject:  All British Day 18 Sep 2071 cancellet IS NOW AT Belco-Remy * bucicliier
GANCELLATION - ALL BR M b, Zots QUANDA RD INDUSTRIAL PARK Paris-Rhone * S.E V.
o — ; s Car Q Il e (Quat off the: hine Motorway 1= ¥andind} Butler's * AV
B 2 e Doy ey Taaoad 7 et B Boteros 2571 ra Lemn COOLUM BEACH
sanidied

Unit 3, 40 Dacmar Rd, Cnr Junction Dve
Ph (07} 5446 2899 or
41300 MONARO (1300 666 276)

Refarznce books are cvaitable too.
e ravEon for P o3 T NG B e e grod i 5T TRRTYSON ha e poen domaged wa £ aslid
o the recert Jennene Faess anc a® ucusabie s oyeas o Sjomafwe warse 1at G
cortad, Hacpons P L5 Avent wet vl Do reld Hewmee o @ pmaaeed © be bace Wl
feanvaon (o 212

Phone: K & Classic Parts {07) 5454 4

Kew 13 contiruing

LHMC Cammines

157 May 2012

Sra EECWANETIInTE o3y
SHIT wabeie awaw SRt 201 69

wiw.rubberkils.coa ¢ 19 up and working
www.rubbershop, com.ay
with pictures of our individuat producis fa nearly there.

All good stuff

Bt keap @ CRECR o o Wb Site to sed the meat
Ewen Hear wa wilf be atTansing.
Ml rver -5, 08 usunl S weore.

BUT note the disclaimer below

g g m mer SpERe oS fot thet e et ene The aoer 2F Yeu
VT Fupee? e e R
gy o ldiTE #F Berhoes Dot 3
Wl T sarthe at 2ed Agwns Seme d
et STerne

Let the buyer beware!

ST Ry ST SR

pis DALE wdkie Rpas

‘o apercig the business until o seie toles nlhce

Prors. (07 8250 4271
far {07 T
Ema siboter Poprrepioon

Thank pom vens muer fo- o A
Hours dmth Ly,

—te A

Few Balber

DISCLAIMER: The Riley Motor Club (Qld) Inc. accepis no responsibility fur the resudts of contributor’s
advice, nor docs it endorse any services/ products/ goods offered by advertisers. Opinions expressed in this

Mewsletter are not necessarily those of the Riley Club. its Ofticers or its Edilor.
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